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Abstract : 

In an automated prescription pill dispensing system, a multiplicity of 
pill dispensers are provided each operable to count out and dispense 
pills from supply hoppers. The dispensers are controlled by a computer 
which selects up to five of the dispensers to operate and control the 
selected pill dispensers to count out pills simultaneously. The pill 
dispensers dispense the pills into the first set of output hoppers, from 
which the pills can be released into a second output hopper under the 
control of the computer. The computer will release the pills from the 
second output hopper corresponding to a selected pill dispenser through 
a snout into a pill vial in response to sensing the presence of a pill 
vial at the snout. The computer controls a prescription label printer to 
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print prescription labels for the pill vials. The computer also 
controls indicator lights to indicate which dispensing cell is selected 
and ready to have pills released from the second output hopper 
corresponding thereto. Automatically controlled security doors control 
access to supply hoppers for each of the pill dispensers. 
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